Reading together in families counts! Ton G _ R R
Op tlpS for engagement' ' Having books at home and in early years settings

Having a choice in what to read

Children need support to develop the habit and love of reading. These core
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strategies of reading aloud, reading together and using ‘book chat’ | Shino, | hippe
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supports readers to relax with books and take pleasure in reading at home. 3 going to... ) s
to happen? did that? Making reading FUN!

This resource will give you some ideas on how best to approach that with

your child.
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h? B P D, t(:o’ to give your child time to look at
feeling... don’t we!

the pictures, make comments and
ask questions.

Inspiring Reading
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and love of reading. How can you be their inspiration?

might happen next.

Children need support to develop the habit
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and discuss together. Explore by going on a reading treasure hunt! O e OO s T g i . . .
c,‘(\\\ (\6 a0 0° Observe and respond: Pay attention to what captures your child’s attention and
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* Find regular opportunities to visit your local or school Iubrary. Co(\“ \l\l.\“(\“\ atch and listen build on their interests, for example, ‘Oh, you've spotted the...".

carefully to follow

Leave pauses: So they can look closely and think, this will lead to comments on the
their interests

e
* Recognise and celebrate diversity in texts. 3en*
* Empower your child to read a wide range of texts - magazines, comics,
graphic novels and reading that reflects different realities.

pictures or questions. Respond to their lead and let the book chat flow.

Pose questions: Open questions encourage thinking and discussion, such as, ‘How

Shqre o do you think the boy is feeling?’. Try to avoid closed questions, such as ‘What colour is
. _ . . _ %0 s /.’hp ) Y that?’; these have a single answer and don’t keep the conversation going.
* Make reqdmg time relaxed and interactive - chat about pictures, nop, :’Tllnjt tooftanpt . c}_]'ld to get Draw attention to illustrations: Encourage your child to notice details in the
characters, likes, dislikes and interesting facts. aug, " on 5 Ml tchyy e involved pictures and think what they might mean, for example, ‘Look! What's that hiding,
F d | d aloud d <h h . Ors 5 O 0] what do you think it might be?".
* Fin regu ar time to read aloud and share texts toget er. ! p/70t
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* |nvite others into the reqding space - welcome Sib“ng‘i, grandparents and Ponder and wonder: Encourage your child to think about what might happen, using
h _ h p . Wonder phrases such as, ‘I wonder if/ whether /who/ why/ what ...".
other qudy members to share and talk about tOP I"‘EGdS togetlﬁer' 13, /’0,7 X and connect Make personal connections: Picture storybooks not only allow children to
S“PPO"'t 2 to your lives empathise with the experiences of fictional characters but enable them to make

sense of events in their own lives. Talk about connections, for example, ‘That reminds

* Be a reading role model - share what you like to read in your own time, me of when_"
* Ensure that reading and book chat are part of the everyday family ' [ oy
routine. Think about when and how this could best fit into your day. Share your Comment on your feelings: By sharing your emotional response to a character or
L X . . X ) emotional something that’s happened you encourage your child to do the same, helping them
* Join in with opportunities to build a home-school reading connection. responses! engage and learn to express their emotions.
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K . Your combined pleasure counts: Bring the story to life with facial expression,
eep it : 3 : S . .

lish d actions and sounds, encouraging your child to join in! Do offer information to help
ight an with unfamiliar words, such as ‘That’s the hencoop, it’s where the hens live’, but keep

enjoyab|e! the focus on fun.
All ! )

Faiths

Children’s Academy

i



Phonics at home:

First, your child will be taught the most straightforward letters and the sounds
they make. For example, they will be taught that the letter ‘m’ represents an mmm sound
and the letters ‘oa’ represent an oh sound.

We use the word grapheme to talk about the letters on the page and phoneme to talk about the sounds
those letters represent.

Next, they will learn how sounds can be put together (blended) to make words. For example, they will learn

that the sounds of the letters ‘m-a-t’ blend together to make the word ‘mat’. There are 44 sounds in English

and many different spellings used for each sound. “ut X
shop
Then the children will really start to read! They will learn to recognise the different letters or pairs of letters
. yad 'g‘ yell
(graphemes) in a word, say the separate sounds (phonemes) slowly, then put (blend) them together. For Phases 2, 3 and 5 are taught weekly in Year R, one and two.
example, they will be taught that the word ‘boat’ can be separated out (segmented) into ‘b-oa-t’
. ) Alongside these, tricky words will be covered. dop peel
which represents the sounds bbb-oh—ttt. They can blend these sounds into the word ‘boat’
Grapheme mat Phases 2 and 3 uct check
In phonics, we use the word decode to talk about reading a single word. We use the word segment S ﬁ, E R ﬁ Qé f r -
to talk about breaking a word down into separate sounds and blend to talk about putting the s L P n m d g c r
sounds together to make a word. ss | tt |pp|nn mm dd gg | k | rr
ck
How can | help at home? Creative lessons at home: - _ cc _
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There are lots of simple things you can do at home to help 2. Rhyme time h | b | f L j | v i w| x|y
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4.  Sound matching A ﬁ 6 & C* @ g Phase 2, 3 and 5
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1) Learn how to say the sounds using Little Wandle sy e soun 2z ' . % i J L .
. . s ai | ee | igh | oa o0 oo ar
Phonics or How to pronounce pure sounds website. _ ay ea e o ue ue u  a
2) Use flashcards to help your child practise saying sounds. L) e Tf o % a e | L joe|ue u oul | al
: a-e e-e | i-e  ou ew | u-e
Use the flashcards to make words for your child to read a e L ]joju eigh ie |y | oe ou ew
through blending. These words could be silly or even made " % { aigh y ow | ui
o 0% WL E
up. ai | ee igh oa :00 o0 ar ea
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3) Listen to your child read every day, even just for five 5% ‘ﬁ &m ! %‘? B&ﬂ 4 ﬁg eﬁ I £ 4 E&ﬂ # zn
minutes. It really will make a difference. If your child gets or | ur er fow ol ear air or | ur | ow | oi | ear | air

stuck on a word, model how to say the sounds and blend aw | er  ou | oy | ere |are su

them together. l_f you are worried that the book is at the ‘Tricky words’ are words that My child is reading the books fluently, do they au ir eer | ere st
. . o cannot easily be decoded (‘sounded need a more challenging book? aur | or ear

wrong level for your child, check with your child’s teacher. out’ and read), This is because some | . oor
of the sounds in the words are No! We want children to be able to read fluently al

4) Read aloud to your child every day to show them that : : and not find reading a chore. Instead, focus on

! ’ ) :c,pelled n an unu.sual way. It Is adding expression when reading aloud and a

reading is fun. important for children to be able to oar
read these words as they are among showing their understanding of the book. Use the
the most commonly used words. prompts on the back page of the books to help. ore :

All [}

Faiths

Children’s Academy


https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/at-school/education-glossary/grammar-literacy-glossary-a-c/#blending
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/at-school/education-glossary/grammar-literacy-glossary-j-q/#phoneme
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/at-school/education-glossary/grammar-literacy-glossary-a-c/#blending
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/at-school/education-glossary/grammar-literacy-glossary-r-s/#segmenting
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/at-school/education-glossary/grammar-literacy-glossary-a-c/#blending
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/at-school/education-glossary/grammar-literacy-glossary-d-i/#decoding

