
 

 

While you read together, pause 

to give your child time to look at 

the pictures, make comments and 

ask questions.  

Ask them to tell parts of the story 

back to you, or predict what 

might happen next.  

Your conversations about the 

story and relationship with the  

characters will develop with each 

reading of a book.  

Top tips for engagement:  
        Reading together in families counts!  

 

Children need support to develop the habit and love of reading. These core 

strategies of reading aloud, reading together and using ‘book chat’          

supports readers to relax with books and take pleasure in reading at home. 

This resource will give you some ideas on how best to approach that with      

your child.    



 

First, your child will be taught the most straightforward letters and the sounds  

they make. For example, they will be taught that the letter ‘m’ represents an mmm sound  

and the letters ‘oa’ represent an oh sound. 
 

We use the word grapheme to talk about the letters on the page and phoneme to talk about the sounds 

those letters represent. 
 

Next, they will learn how sounds can be put together (blended) to make words. For example, they will learn 

that the sounds of the letters ‘m-a-t’ blend together to make the word ‘mat’. There are 44 sounds in English 

and many different spellings used for each sound. 
 

Then the children will really start to read! They will learn to recognise the different letters or pairs of letters 

(graphemes) in a word, say the separate sounds (phonemes) slowly, then put (blend) them together. For 

example, they will be taught that the word ‘boat’ can be separated out (segmented) into ‘b-oa-t’  

which represents the sounds bbb-oh–ttt. They can blend these sounds into the word ‘boat’ 

 

In phonics, we use the word decode to talk about reading a single word. We use the word segment  

to talk about breaking a word down into separate sounds and blend to talk about putting the  

sounds together to make a word. 

Creative lessons at home:  

1. Sound scavenger hunt 

2. Rhyme time 

3. Build a word 

4. Sound matching 

5. Word families 

6. I spy the sound 

Phonics at home:  

There are two types of reading book    

that your child may bring home: 

A reading practice book. This will be at 

the correct phonic stage for your child. 

They should be able to read this fluently 

and independently. 

A sharing book.  Your child will not be 

able to read this on their own. This is   

for you both to read and enjoy. 

‘Tricky words’ are words that      
cannot easily be decoded (‘sounded 
out’ and read). This is because some 
of the sounds in the words are 
spelled in an unusual way. It is      
important for children to be able to 
read these words as they are among 
the most commonly used words.  

If you live in England, your child will be given a  phonics screening check in Year 1. The phonics screening 

check will find out how your child is progressing in phonics. The test will be carried out informally by your 

child’s teacher in a one-to-one session. The teacher will ask your child to: 

1) Sound out and blend graphemes (letters representing sounds) in order to read simple words. 

2) Read phonically decodable (can be read using phonics) one-syllable and two-syllable words, for example 

cat, sand, windmill. 

3) Read a selection of nonsense words (known as pseudo words) to check that your child is not guessing 

words and is able to read new words. 

Phases 2, 3 and 5 are taught weekly in Year R, one and two.  

Alongside these, tricky words will be covered.   

My child is reading the books fluently, do they 

need a more challenging book?  

No! We want children to be able to read fluently 

and not find reading a chore. Instead, focus on 

adding expression when reading aloud and     

showing their understanding of the book. Use the 

prompts on the back page of the books to help.  
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